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Go Local Asheville Unveils 2026 Mascot: A Parade of Ants 
ASHEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA (Nov. 25, 2025) – Go Local Asheville announces its 2026 mascot: “A 
Parade of Ants,” a symbol chosen to represent the collaboration, resilience and interconnected spirit that 
define Asheville’s independent business community. 
 
“We’re so excited to share this year’s mascot!” says Go Local Asheville Director, Sherree Lucas. “Ants 
are renowned for their highly organized teamwork. Each ant plays a vital role, contributing to the success 
of the colony. This mirrors the way local businesses support one another and strengthen the region’s 
economic ecosystem.” 
 
The “parading” aspect of the mascot underscores the idea of unified movement: a community moving 
forward together with shared purpose and direction. According to Jenny Fares of Sound Mind Creative 
and designer of the annual Go Local card, “In a post-Helene time, the power of music to bring us 
together in a march or a parade, just felt culturally relevant. My hometown is Mobile, Alabama, which 
revels New Orleans for Mardi Gras fun and I’ve seen how a good parade can uplift a community.” Lucas 
adds, “Just like a parade of ants, our community is strongest when we move together.” 
 
Founded in 2011, Go Local Asheville is a movement dedicated to connecting Asheville-area residents 
with locally owned, independent businesses in the community, helping to preserve the city's unique 
character and strengthen the local economy. Go Local Asheville continues to expand its reach and 
impact across the region: 

• More than 660 local business members represented across brick-and-mortar, online and home-
based enterprises throughout Buncombe and surrounding counties. 

• Over 4,000 annual cardholders supporting independent businesses through the Go Local card 
• More than $300,000 raised through card sales for Asheville City Public Schools, Asheville City 

Schools Foundation, and Buncombe County Schools Foundation  
• Asheville City Public Schools receive 100 free Go Local cards annually to support fundraising 

efforts 
 
The Hop Ice Cream has been a partner of Go Local’s since the card program was established in 2015. 
"Ashley and I at The Hop Ice Cream can't really think of a better way to both encourage folks to support 
local businesses as well as raise money for education in our area at the same time,” Greg Garrison, co-
owner of The Hop says. “For over a decade (right from the beginning), we have been behind the Go Local 
acrd are a just amazed at the impact the movement has had in our city in so many ways." 
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Another retail partner of Go Local, Second Gear, also speaks to the value of the partnership. “For nine 
years, we have been a proud Go Local retail partner and can attest to how successful it has been, not 
only for Second Gear, but for all the thoughtful, connective ways it bonds our amazing small businesses 
in Asheville,” Rhea Lidowski, marketing lead at Second Gear, says. “It's not an afterthought what they do 
but a laser-focused and heartfelt vision to make a real impact in our community, including the fun and 
whimsical mascots chosen every year. We look forward to seeing more businesses join because, as we 
all know now more than ever, we grow stronger, more resilient and successful together.” 
 
The 2026 Go Local cards are available for purchase online and at select local businesses Dec. 1, 2025, 
through Sept. 30, 2026. Go to www.golocalasheville.com to purchase and learn more. 
 
About Go Local Asheville    
Founded in 2011, Go Local Asheville is a movement dedicated to connecting our residents with our 
locally owned, independent businesses in the community, helping to preserve the city's unique character 
and strengthen the local economy. The organization offers the Go Local Card, which provides discounts 
and perks at more than 660 member businesses, which the businesses provide in lieu of a membership 
fee. A portion of the sales proceeds support Asheville's public schools, thereby promoting the vital 
interdependence of our local businesses, residents, and educational institutions. By encouraging our 
locals to "Love Asheville. Keep It Local," Go Local Asheville facilitates collaboration among small 
businesses and ensures local dollars circulate within the community. To learn more, visit our website: 
www.golocalasheville.com. Follow us on Facebook and Instagram: @GoLocalAsheville. 
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