Quotes for Press Kit
Why Ants?

“l was inspired by the work of Brass Your Heart, a local pop up social justice marching band
group. I’ve seen them leading crowds of locals in song, at everything from Asheville Mardi
Gras, to protest marches and more community events this past year. In a post Helene time,
the power of music to bring us together in a march or a parade, just felt culturally relevant.
My hometown is Mobile, Alabama, which revels New Orleans for Mardi Gras fun and I’'ve
seen how a good parade can uplift a community. Also Ants are known for organizing
resources and their colonies would not exist without a commitment to mutual aid, a strong
collective work ethic and resilience. That’s why a parade of ants makes sense to me for the
Go Local movement 2026.” Jenny Fares, Sound Mind Design

School Support- Go Local Donations to Help our Schools

“The Buncombe County Schools Foundation is honored to receive support from Go Local.
Every contribution affirms what we know to be true: investing in our school system is an
investment in the strength of our community’s workforce and economy. We appreciate this
partnership that uplifts students across Buncombe County.” Christy Cheek, Executive
Director, Buncombe County Schools Foundation

Cardholder - Why they participate?

"I have met teachers who have benefited from this program. | make sure to go to
businesses that support them. That is why | put the card right next to my credit card to
remember to use it." P.F., cardholder

“I’m a proud card-carrying local because the only thing better than the discounts is the
caliber of the companies behind them.” Karen Patrick, cardholder

“I'm a "card carrying local" because it is important to me to support my local community,

and the economic well-being of our small businesses is an important piece of that. | don't
always shop a lot, so getting the Go Local card supports even when | don't - and supports
more than just the places | purchase from. Plus, | love the art.” Lisa W., cardholder



Partner - Why we participate?

"Not many community discount programs have the immense impact or the excitement
surrounding it as Go Local does. For 9 years we have been a proud Go Local partner and
can attest to how successful is has been, not only for Second Gear, but for all the
thoughtful connective ways it bonds all our amazing small businesses here in Asheville. It's
not an afterthought what they do, but a laser focused and heartfelt vision to make a real
impact in our community -- down even to the fun and whimsical mascots they choose
every year... We look forward to seeing more businesses join, because as we all know now
more than ever, we grow stronger, more resilient and definitely more successful together!"
Rhea Lidowski - Marketing Lead, Second Gear, Go Local Retail Partner

"Ashley and | at The Hop Ice Cream can't really think of a better way to both encourage
folks to support local businesses as well as raise money for education in our area at the
same time. For over a decade (right from the beginning) we have been behind the Go Local
Card are a just amazed at the impact the movement has had in our city in so many ways."

Greg and Ashley Garrison, Owners, The Hop Ice Cream

At Mountain BizWorks, we love Go Local Asheville and the Go Local card which make it so
easy to find and support our local businesses. Dollars spent locally can then be

spent again and again locally, creating a multiplier of goodness that sustains our uniquely
vibrant community.

Matt Raker, Executive Director, Mountain BizWorks



